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Happy 2015!
The RGRG News for Winter 2014 has been delayed into the new year by late breaking news of 2015
events noted below. Sonja Rewhorn
adds colour in an article on the Hidden
Countryside in urban areas. Rewhorn
took most of the photos, but the
centennial of the First World War is
commemorated in a shot of glass art
poppies by Linda Price.
**
An RGRG committee meeting at RGS
London on 18 Nov. 2014 noted that our
membership now is about 250.
Other agenda items included a British-US-Canadian meet planned in Wales in July 2015 - à la a
Spokane, USA based meet that stretched from Washington to Idaho and Montana States in 2007 that
produced a publication (Winchell, Koster, Ramsey & Robinson 2010). Meanwhile, RGRG considers a
higher profile on Twitter & Facebook.
Best wishes in 2015 – Bruce
http://durham.academia.edu/BruceScholten
Editor, RGRG Newsletter
Please send conference reports, photos & book news to editor: bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com
________________________________________________________________________________

1. EVENTS 2015. Watch for Keith Halfacree’s RGRG emails for updates.
RURAL CLIMATE CHANGE: VULNERABILITY & RESILIENCE, 26-27 March 2015, Aberdeen,
Scotland. First meeting of the European Society for Rural Sociology (ESRS) Climate Change Study
Group. No attendance fee but please confirm by emailing contact details & 1-2 sentences on your
interests to: jonathan.hopkins@hutton.ac.uk
Social, Economic and Geographical Sciences Research Group
James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen. AB15 8QH

Tel +44 (0) 1224-395388 http://www.hutton.ac.uk/
________________________________________________________________________________
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Performing Rurality with Steve Knightley, 26 March 2015, Lee Moor, Dartmoor.
RGRG members might be interested in a
forthcoming tour by Steve Knightley of the band
Show of Hands. Steve has been recognised by
rural geographers for his astute insights into rural
life and politics (Yarwood & Charlton 2009; Woods
2011). His current ‘Grow a Gig’ Tour is visiting
many villages across Britain. The Lee Moor gig
supports Dartmoor Search & Rescue Team
Plymouth (photo). Tickets & details:
ryarwood@plymouth.ac.uk or:
http://www.dartmoorsartplymouth.org.uk/2014/10/f
undraising-concert-by-steve-knightley-march-26th/
Note: Find Richard Yarwood’s Citizenship in Books.
________________________________________________________________________________
Association of American Geographers Chicago April 21-25, 2015.
http://www.aag.org/cs/annualmeeting
Try the AAG – you might like it, exploring the
friendly Windy City’s ‘L train’ and blues clubs with
other geographers. This year your newsletter editor
presents on organic dairy politics in a session on
the U.S. Farm Bill, a perennial football in Congress.
This session seeks practical ways to improve
sustainability by reforming subsidies in livestock,
commodity crops and insurance.
________________________________________________________________________________
Interdisciplinary Approaches to ‘Setting the Scene’: Representations of Rurality in Crime
Fiction & Media Culture, Queen’s University, Belfast, 15-16 June 2015
The Institute for Collaborative Research in the Humanities at QUB is supporting an
international symposium at Queen’s on 15-16 June led by Institute Fellows Dr.
Linda Price (L.Price@qub.ac.uk) and Dr. Dominique Jeannerod
(D.Jeannerod@qub.ac.uk). We welcome interdisciplinary papers, and particularly
from Geography, focussing on a range of crime fiction genre i.e. media culture i.e.
film, TV, radio, games and ways in which the ‘rural’ is engaged with. The link to the call for papers is:
http://www.qub.ac.uk/research-centres/InstituteforCollaborativeResearchintheHumanities/Filestore/Filetoupload,472746,en.pdf

Paul Cloke (University of Exeter) and Benoit Tadie (Rennes) are keynote speakers. No charge for the
event, but registration is required. Please call or email Linda or Dominique.
Best wishes, Linda (Direct Line: 0289097 3644)
Dr. Linda Price, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Collaborative Research in the Humanities.
House 18, University Square, Queen’s University, Belfast, BT 7 1 NN Northern Ireland.

8th Quadrennial UK-US-Canadian Rural Geography Conference – ‘Global Challenges and Rural
Responses’, Wales, 6th–12th July 2015. Swansea (2 nights), Aberystwyth (2 nights) and the
Gregynog conference centre in mid Wales (2 nights). Contact Keith: k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk
Rural areas across the world are increasingly facing challenges that are
global in scope and nature: climate change, resource depletion, food and
water security, trade liberalization and global economic restructuring,
migration, the roll out of neoliberal policies and austerity economics, and
various social, cultural and consumer trends. These challenges impact on
all aspects of rural societies, economies and environments. Yet, rural
communities are not the passive recipients or victims of global processes;
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they are actively involved in negotiating global challenges with bottom-up responses ranging from
protests to local food schemes to community regeneration projects.
The Quadrennial UK-US-Canadian Rural Geography Conference presents a unique opportunity to
examine rural challenges and responses in comparative context across North America, Britain and
beyond. Papers are solicited that contribute towards this discussion with studies focused on any
aspect of rural change, rural responses or the experiences of rural people related to the theme.
th

th

The conference will be held in Wales from Monday 6 to Sunday 12 July, 2015, starting in Swansea
for 2 nights and continuing in Aberystwyth (2 nights) and at the Gregynog conference centre in mid
Wales (2 nights). In addition to the paper presentations, the conference will also involve field visits
related to the theme of global challenges and rural responses, including to the Centre for Alternative
Technology at Machynlleth.
The conference fee of £450 per person includes 6 nights bed and breakfast accommodation, lunches
and evening meals on 4 days, tea and coffee, coach transfers between Swansea, Aberystwyth and
Gregynog, and field visits.
Conference places are strictly limited to 45 participants. Paper abstracts for UK participants should be
submitted in the first instance to Keith Halfacree (k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk). Further registration
details will be circulated to participants in due course.
P.S. We have obtained funding from RGS-IBG & RGRG for up to five £200 bursaries to support
postgraduate or early career attendance, to which we attach high priority. If you would like to be
considered for one of these then please indicate this in your submission (or contact Keith
separately).
th

Editor: If Wales is half as good as the 6 Quadrennial Meeting based in Spokane, USA, in 2007, it’ll
be memorable. That event stretched from the State of Washington to Idaho and Montana, visiting
mines, ski resorts, and Native American reservations and casinos. It also produced Geographical
Perspectives on Sustaunable Rural Change (2010) edited by Dick Winchell, Rhonda Koster, Doug
Ramsey & Guy Robinson. On to Wales!
________________________________________________________________________________
European Society for Rural Sociology Congress, 18-21 August 2015, Aberdeen, Scotland.
Call for abstracts:
http://www.esrs2015.eu/content/call-abstracts-now-open
The congress theme is ‘Places of Possibility? Rural Societies in a Neoliberal World’. 25 working
groups address an exciting range of key topics in rural and environmental studies, ranging from the
future of food, farming, rural society and the environment, to transdisciplinarity, migration, aging,
gender, education, ecosystem services, fracking, social capital, well-being and animal-human
relations.
Abstracts of no more than 250 words should be submitted to the on-line system by 30 January
2015. Optional short papers and applications for access scholarships
(http://www.esrs2015.eu/content/access-scholarship) and the student paper competition
(http://www.esrs2015.eu/content/student-paper-competition) are due 1 May 2015.
Please forward this email on to your networks. We look forward to welcoming you to Scotland next
summer (18 to 21 August 2015). Check out the web-site for further details: www.esrs2015.eu
Sincerely, Lee-Ann Sutherland
ESRS 2015 local organising committee chair
Senior social scientist, James Hutton Institute
Working Group 1: Turning possibility into reality? Alternatives to neoliberal rural policy
Working Group 2: Post-neoliberal food transitions
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Working Group 3: Public and common goods: Negotiating the shared social and environmental values
from agriculture and rural areas
Working Group 4: Mapping agri-food
Working Group 5: Diversity of ageing in rural communities
Working Group 6: The future of rural and environmental expertise: Transdisciplinary knowledge(s),
extension, and co-production for sustainability
Working Group 7: Visions of the rural: Heritage protection, sustainable intensification and beyond?
Working Group 8: Migration and rural social change
Working Group 9: The changing concept of territorial rural development
Working Group 10: Southern and Eastern rural Europe under neo-liberal restructuring: challenges,
resistances and emancipations
Working Group 11: Neoliberalism, the "good farmer" and well-being: The effect of neoliberal policy
reforms on the culture of family farming
Working Group 12: Environmental justice and social dynamics: A new ‘balance on proximity'
Working Group 13: Central challenges to the future of European farming
Working Group 14: The voluntary sector and welfare policies in rural areas
Working Group 15: Social capital, learning processes and social innovation in rural areas
Working Group 16: Rural responses to climate change: Challenge and opportunity in neoliberal times
Working Group 17: Promoting and sustaining rural wellbeing in a neoliberal world: Methods, case
studies and critiques
Working Group 18: Rural development and the politics of fracking in Europe
Working Group 19: Contested models of land and property use and social relations: Qualitative
explorations
Working Group 20: Neoliberalism, financialization and rural change
Working Group 21: Global and local processes generating and reproducing rural poverty
Working Group 22: Rural gentrification: cross-national comparisons
Working Group 23: Pluralistic rural gender relations: International perspectives on gender and rural
development
Working Group 24: Animalising rural societies: Human-animal entanglements in a neoliberal world
Working Group 25: Education and rural development
________________________________________________________________________________
Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) Annual International Conference Exeter 2015:
‘Geographies of the Anthropocene.’ 01-04 September 2015 Exeter University, England:
http://www.rgs.org/WhatsOn/ConferencesAndSeminars/Annual+International+Conference/Conference+theme.htm

Conference Chair, Professor Sarah Whatmore (University of Oxford, left), has introduced the
theme of the conference and the overlapping areas of debate for delegates at Uni-Exeter (right):
The Anthropocene has been claimed to herald a new geological epoch in which human
society is acknowledged as having become the greatest force shaping planet earth. Although
its recognition as a new age in geological history remains provisional, the idea of the Anthropocene
has already captured the public imagination and that of scientists, social scientists and humanities
scholars variously advancing new projects, agendas and critiques in its wake.
For example, it has given rise to the ‘post-disciplinary’ ambitions of an Earth Systems Science that
presents the integrative role of geography with new challenges; it marks a radical geo-political
moment in which the earth shapes new concerns and forms of public engaged in the contestation of
planetary governance; and it heralds new demands on our habits of thought in which ‘post-human’ or
‘more-than-human’ modes of theorising and analysis are stretching familiar models of historical,
cultural and economic analysis in new directions.
This annual conference theme aims to bring all areas of the discipline to the table, including the
physical geography and climate science communities, to explore the rich array of geographical work
engaging this powerful idea and its consequences.
**
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RGRG sessions in Exeter - Keith Halfacree challenges us!
From: Halfacree K.H. [mailto:k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk] Sent: 15 January 2015 14:57
Subject: RGRG list: our sessions for the RGS-IBG Annual Conference 2015
Importance: High
Dear RGRG members
Here, at last, is the list of session that RGRG will be (co-)sponsoring at the RGS-IBG annual
conference at the start of September in Exeter. You’ll see RGRG members have proposed six
interesting sessions, so please now populate with papers! And pass on to interested colleagues,
postgrads and postdocs so RGRB can have some excellent sessions in Exeter!
Thanks, Keith (See below!)
RGRG Sponsored sessions for 2015 Annual Conference
Call for Abstracts (Version 1)
RGRG had a good response to our call for paper sessions for the RGS-IBG Annual International
conference (Exeter, September 2015). The resulting suite of sessions are given below. Note that
some have co-sponsorship from other Research Groups.
Now it’s up to YOU and your colleagues to populate the sessions with actual papers...
Please note that Convenors (not me) need proposed paper titles and abstracts by 13th February as
sessions have to submitted to RGS-IBG shortly afterwards.
Convenor(s)
Dr Linda Price, Dr Dan Keech & Professor
Owain Jones (co-sponsor Gender & Feminist
Geographies Research Group)
Ms Michaela Kennard & Mr Rory Hill
Ms Sonja Rewhorn & Professor Derek France
(co-sponsor Higher Education Research Group)
Dr Imogen Bellwood-Howard

Title
Losing Ground – Gaining Ground. The Emotional,
Affective & Gendered Consequences of Loss / Recovery
of Nature, Home & Place in Rural Modern / Non-modern
Settings
New & Emerging Rural Researchers
Social Media & Mobile Technology – the New Era for
Learning, Teaching & Communication
Implications of Global Agricultural Networks

Dr Richard Yarwood & Dr Keith Halfacree
Ms Sonja Rewhorn

Music of the Rural / The Rural of Music: Folk & Beyond
Fairness & Social Justice for Rural Communities

Losing Ground – Gaining Ground. The Emotional, Affective & Gendered Consequences of
Loss / Recovery of Nature, Home & Place in Rural Modern / Non-modern Settings
The session investigates processes and relationships of degraded or flourishing nature-culture
assemblages in ‘ecologies of place’ of the Anthropocene. Degrading assemblages (a dominant trend
in many areas) result, for example, from biodiversity loss; displacement of aboriginal people and
cultures; displacement of modern communities through conflict or ecological crisis; through gradual
demographic and technological shifts from ‘traditional’ to neo-productivist agri-culture; and rural-urban
migration. These shifts manifest themselves at geo-social scales ranging from individuals, family,
community and ethnic groups. Through them run common threads/questions about failures of
successful performance of (shared) livelihood, identity and personhood (in a number of registers)
potentially leading to (human) depression, physical ill health and addiction and even suicide.
The session seeks to address such processes of losing ground in a range of settings. However we
are particularly keen to develop a focus on gender in exploring how these experiences, and individual
and collective memories of histories of them, have been expressed in a range of research/creative
narratives which might include surveys, ethnographies, art, literature, media culture, new nature
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writing. We are interested in work which draws upon gender theory, perhaps in relation to notions of
place and ecology (three ecologies - Guattari; dwelling - Ingold; ‘ecologies of place’ - Thrift), to
explore what we learn about feelings of belonging/unbelonging, subsequent attachment/detachment
from the visceral qualities of the land; of sense of place/up-rootedness to and from land/soil;
dis/connections to past generations in geology, flora and fauna.
Also it is evident that, in some settings, processes of “finding ground” - recovery, new communities of
eco-social flourishing - are underway, so we also welcome accounts of
renewing/recovering/reinventing personal, collective, gendered identities and human- non-human
flourishing in the face of the above challenges.
Papers might address:
•
Senses of dis/connection between agrarian/non-agrarian cultures, perhaps drawing,
conceptually, on forces of global mobility, counter-urbanisation and commodification of the
countryside.
•
The hurt of indigenous peoples displaced by, for example, capitalist forces of mining
industries or de-forestation as expressed in the cognitive mapping of their links to water, geology and
nature in art
•
The kinds of interdisciplinary methodological approaches we might take in engaging with
literature, arts and media culture i.e. literary geographies, discourse analysis, creative
methodologies/geographies
•
Gendered challenges of farm succession, senses of destiny and generational emotional
connections to the rural ecology of geology, flora and fauna and , for example, their narrative
expression
The implications of the continued pull of the land that attracts people to the lifestyle of farming
and food production
•
The challenges/opportunities neo-productivism poses to rural communities no longer
dominated by social relations of an agrarian way of life as depicted, perhaps, on radio, television/in
literature
•
Human-animal relationships, for example issues of consubstantiation, belonging and
destruction of patriarchal lineages/identities between farm/animals /nature as expressed, for example,
in accounts of culls resulting from Food and Mouth disease.
Deadline for submitting abstracts is 13th February 2015
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly stating name,
institution, and contact details) to Dr Linda Price (L.Price@qub.ac.uk) & Dr Dan Keech
(dkeech@glos.ac.uk)
=================================================================
New and Emerging Rural Research
This annually held RGRG session wants to hear what is new and emerging within rural geography
and offers an excellent opportunity for postgraduates and early career researchers to present their
research proposals and research results in a friendly and constructive forum. This session each is
always very well attended, conducted in a friendly, welcoming and constructive manner, and is widely
appreciated by all those attending.
Papers are welcome from any area of rural research, from rural development, to culture, economy,
farming, nature and policy.
Deadline for submitting abstracts is 13th February 2015
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly stating name,
institution, and contact details) to Michaela Kennard (m.e.kennard@gre.ac.uk) &/or Rory Hill
(rory.hill@ouce.ox.ac.uk).
==================================================================
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Social Media & Mobile Technology – the New Era for Learning, Teaching & Communication
Social media is a new frontier for many aspects of society. More and more students engage with
social media whether through sites such as Facebook, Twitter or through websites and SMS texting.
Geography teaching too is embracing the technology and in many cases through the use of mobile
technologies. Mobile technology is becoming more widely adopted in teaching and learning contexts
across the Geography discipline, with many of its learning and teaching consequences at times not
considered or unknown. Already, a number of HEI’s have incorporated tablets and Smartphones use
as tools to enhance their teaching and learning portfolios.
However, the use of mobile technologies, have an implicit assumption that not only that all students
are literal with such technology, but in some cases assuming that students are able to bring their own
smart devices. All this is dependent on universal mobile network coverage when out in the field which
is often an issue particularly during rural geography fieldwork. As well as the practical issues of using
mobile social media apps, there is of course the associated issues of ethics around research as well
as professional issues for the students when combining their personal social media accounts and
their emerging academic careers.
This session will be considering the L&T implications of enhancing fieldwork through the application of
social media. Any particular focus will be welcome, but rural environments are particularly
encouraged. The session invites delegates to share and discuss the positive and negative issues of
utilising mobile technology and embracing social media in rural fieldwork pedagogy.
This will be an interactive session where participants will be invited to reflect upon their own
pedagogic practice on using social media through mobile technologies within teaching in particular
within rural geographies. Postgraduates are welcome to discuss their own reflections on gathering
data through this medium. Papers will be 10 minutes long with an expectation of social media
participation for and from the audience. The session will conclude with a round table discussion
highlighting key issues for teaching and learning in this area.
Deadline for submitting abstracts is 13th February 2015
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly stating name,
institution, and contact details) to Ms Sonja Rewhorn (s.rewhorn@chester.ac.uk) &/or Professor
Derek France (d.france@chester.ac.uk).
======================================================================
Implications of Global Agricultural Networks
This session aims to attract researchers from diverse geographical traditions sharing an interest in
the theme of agricultural globalisation.
The dawn of agriculture is proposed as a starting point of the
Anthropocene. Through the performance of agriculture, humans
modify the environment whilst it in turn shapes their livelihood activities.
Today’s agriculture is far removed from that of the early Anthropocene.
Commercialisation introduces interaction between market actors. The
internationalisation of supply and demand networks means that the
effects of agriculture may be experienced in places physically displaced
from the site of husbandry, whilst farmers in turn receive impulses from far-flung destinations.
This global circulation of agricultural inputs and outputs has drawn attention from geographers
concerned with ecology, society, technology and, critically, the links and interactions between them.
Further, the boundaries between human and non-human elements have been blurred within the Actor
7

Network Theory approach that agrifood studies lends itself to. The focus has been sharpened on the
commodities formerly seen as merely the outputs of agricultural production, the construction of the
markets in which they are traded, the standards applied to them, and their ‘social life’ as they
encounter consumers. Simultaneously, examination of the supply chains delivering locally and
internationally sourced inputs and technologies brings issues of power and justice to the fore.
This session seeks to explore the implications, experiences and possibilities associated with the
international agricultural networks of the Anthropocene. Papers are welcomed that explore their
meaning for human and non-human actor groups, food and non-food commodities in rural and urban
environments in the global north and south.
Deadline for submitting abstracts is 13th February 2015
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly stating name,
institution, and contact details) to Imogen Bellwood-Howard (ibellwoodh@gmail.com).T
======================================================================

Music of the Rural / The Rural of Music: Folk & Beyond
Any talk of an Anthropocenic era must accord within it a key place for culture in all of its guises as a –
perhaps the - primary human medium through which people’s impact on the planet is directed,
experienced and understood. This session narrows this overview to a concern with the spaces of the
rural and the cultural expression of music. There are strong connections between music and rurality,
at least in the popular imagination. Most obviously ‘folk music’ is often associated with the countryside
and the lives of rural people. The countryside has also been evoked in pastoral symphonies,
portrayed in sound tracks and sampled in dance music. Music can help shape rural spaces through,
for example, the siting of festivals or place marketing.
Building on growing interest in the geographies of music, we encourage geographers to take part in a
session to explore the relationship between rurality and music. We do not wish to be too proscriptive
but some issues this session may seek to engage with include:
•
how music expresses the rural and rural change;
•
the ways in which musical production has been moulded through a rural setting;
•
the contribution of music to the imagination and performance of rural space;
•
folk revivals;
•
the performance of rurality and musical performance;
•
how music is deployed to articulate rural lives;
•
musicians’ influence on shaping emerging rural worlds;
•
music and rural politics;
•
the spaces of rural music;
•
music festivals.
Deadline for submitting abstracts is 13th February 2015. Please send
abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly
stating name, institution, and contact details) to Dr Keith Halfacree
(k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk) or Dr Richard Yarwood (pictured, R.Yarwood@plymouth.ac.uk).
===============================================================
Fairness and Social Justice for Rural Communities
This session is inspired for fairness for the rural place. The Anthropocene has seen and continues to
see changes in the relationships between rural and urban and within rural space. These changes are
occurring within the global context of austerity, neoliberalism economies, development of
unconventional energy sources, changing oil prices, geopolitics and advances in mobile technologies
and global connectivity. Whether this is impacting on the interdependence relationship between town
and country or the migration in to or out of the rural. With these global – local changes are we able to
ensure equity for rural communities and rural economies?
Rural communities are often recognized for their innovation to address
difficulties, for example accessing services, setting up micro-economies,
enhancing community capacity and maintaining local governance. The
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Anthropocene is seeing a current period of significant local, national and global changes along with
ever greater globalization. It is therefore timely in strengthening rural as integral to socio-economic
decisions. This integration can build on the existing successes of rural innovation, for example, form
accessibility, community governance, multifunctionality and small and medium size enterprises to
develop sustainable mechanisms for a fair and just rural. The alternative side of the discussion is that
rural should become a niche commodity and be managed as such.
This session, within the context of the timeliness of the Anthropocene within the global, national and
local, aims to discuss the opportunities or otherwise of greater equitable decisions for strengthening
rural communities and what for rural justice might look like as we move through the Anthropocene.
Building on the dichotomy between urban and rural this session encourages geographers to
participate in a discussion on rural justice. The session is not prescriptive, very much welcomes
postgraduates and international papers and areas of research that may wish to engage in this session
may include:
•
Social Fairness for rural communities
•
Service Delivery in rural areas
•
Rural Community Development
•
Gentrification of rural place
•
Policy justice for rural communities
•
Economic Equity
•
Rural Governance

Deadline for submitting abstracts is 13th February 2015
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly stating name,
institution, and contact details) to Ms Sonja Rewhorn (s.rewhorn@chester.ac.uk).

2. COUNTRYSIDE & COMMUNITY RESEARCH INSTITUTE WINTER SCHOOL
2014 - Floods and Filming: http://www.ccri.ac.uk/ccri-winter-school-2014/
By Melissa Affleck This report courtesy CCRI
On Friday 7th November the annual CCRI Winter School took place at the
University of Gloucestershire’s Park Campus. The Winter School provides a
friendly and supportive environment for postgraduate students working in rural
research to present their work and receive constructive feedback from CCRI staff. It
is also an opportunity for postgraduate students from all over UK to meet up and
exchange ideas. This year there was a great range of presentations which were of an
extremely high standard and provoked much discussion. Melissa Affleck, Research Assistant in
CCRI, was one who presented, and here are her thoughts on the day’s events:
This year’s Winter School was my second, and as well as presenting I was helping my colleagues to
organise the event. From both perspectives the Winter School went extremely well. We had a great
range of presentations – from landscape scale conservation, flooding, and mixed methods GIS to
community engagement and resilience. We also had presenters from the Business School and from
Jonnie, our placement student, on research for his Undergraduate thesis. This year saw the Winter
School go high tech with a film of the event and remote participation through Skype – this is definitely
something we want to develop further next year.
From my perspective as a postgraduate participating in the Winter School the day was extremely
useful. I gave a presentation on my PhD research so far, which applies the ecosystem services
concept to explore the plural values of sustainable drainage systems, as an example of natural flood
management. My research has developed greatly since I last presented at the 2013 Winter School. It
was excellent opportunity to share the changes and get detailed feedback on my methods, and
generally consider things from different perspectives. I would recommend taking part in the Winter
School – it provides a friendly and informal atmosphere where you can test out ideas and get
feedback from experienced researchers. I think this is a real selling point, especially for postgraduates
early in the research process as you can gain experience without the pressure, as some more formal
events may generate!
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It was also an opportunity for Nick Lewis, Research Assistant in CCRI
to practice filming the events as CCRI intend to increase the extent to which
they use film to disseminate information and promote their activities. Nick
comments on how the day went for him:
Getting to grips with how to create a movie is reasonably simple and akin to baking a cake! You need
lots of ingredients in the form of different pieces of film, which you then edit and stitch together to
create the final cake/film. The software I was intending to use is fairly simple, and you need a logical
systematic approach in order to use it – which appeals to my way of thinking. The most difficult part
however, is getting quality footage – whether that is related to lighting, or there being something in the
way (the back of heads all too often!), or poor quality sound. Being very assertive in what you are
doing is important (not my strong point) and directing or simply moving people was frequently
required. People were also hesitant at speaking to camera, and concerned they wouldn’t have
enough to say – on the contrary – some talked perhaps a little too much, which makes for tricky
editing. The final film, which is a little longer than I had hoped, can now be viewed on YouTube. I am
pleased with how it has turned out – considering it is a first effort – but certainly room for
improvement!
CCRI Winter School 2014 – YouTube
Presentations from CCRI Winter School 2014

3. The Rural in the City: RGS-IBG AC2014 photo competition.
By Sonja Rewhorn (C-Geog)
The ‘Unofficial Countryside’ (Mabey 2010), a book familiar to many of us, reminds the reader of all the
flora and fauna found within the urban environment. The difference between rural and urban is one of
the oldest running questions in Geography (Woods 2011). There is an argument that, perhaps for
England especially, there is no rural or urban; rather it is a single entity with interdependent ‘zones’
(Wakeford 2002) and is more of a rural – urban continuum. Whichever ‘side of the fence’ that you are
on the question, you do not have to look very far to see the ‘rural in the city’.
As part of the RGS-IBG AC 2014 the RGRG held a competition for pictures to be submitted of the ‘the
hidden
countryside’ or
‘rural in the
city’. The
pictures were
to be of
anything that
shows the
countryside
within the
urban
environment.
The photos
from the
competition
and others
taken by me,
are reminders
that the
countryside is
all around us
whether in the
city or the
country.
Linda Price’s ‘Field of Poppies’, above, was the winning shot. Photos below are by Sonja Rewhorn.
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Many pubs across UK towns and cities remind us where cattle were once brought to market.

Urban street art re-using historic ag equipment. Towns and cities still support rural businesses.

Local produce is often seen in town and cities.

The ‘urban countryman’is spotted by attire and ‘urban tractor.’
It is hoped the competition will run again during AC2015 in Exeter. Email: sonjarewhorn@chalc.org.uk
11

4. BOOKS
Citizenship by Richard Yarwood. Published Dec. 13, 2013 by Routledge, London:
http://www.routledge.com/books/series/kig/
http://www.plymouth.ac.uk/pages/dynamic.asp?page=staffdetails&id=ryarwood

RGRG member Richard Yarwood is Reader in Geography, Plymouth.
Citizenship is published in the Key Ideas in Geography series which
also published Michael Woods 2010 Rural. Editors are Sarah Holloway
and Gill Valentine. The weblink details:
The idea of citizenship is widely used in daily life. ‘Citizenship
tests’ are used to determine who can inhabit a country; ‘citizen
charters’ have been used to prescribe levels of service provision;
‘citizens’ juries’ are used in planning or policy enquiries; ‘citizenship’
lessons are taught in schools; youth organisations attempt often aim to
instil ‘good’ citizenship; ‘active citizens’ are encouraged to contribute
voluntary effort to their local communities and campaigners may use
‘citizens’ rights’ to achieve their goals. What is meant by citizenship is
never static and the subject of debate by academics, politicians and
activists. These ideas are manifest and contested at a range of
different scales
This book therefore argues geography is crucial to understanding
citizenship. The text is organised around a number of spatial themes to examine how spatialities of
citizenship are played out at a range of scales. Ideas about locality, boundaries, mobility, networks,
rurality and globalisation are used to reveal the importance of space and place in the constitution,
contestation and performance of citizenship. In doing so, the book reveals how different ideas of
citizenship can include or exclude people from society and space. Consideration is given to ways in
which different groups have sought to empower themselves through various actions associated with
and beyond conventional notions of citizenship.
Written in an accessible way with detailed case studies to illustrate conceptual ideas and
approaches, this book offers social scientists new spatial perspectives on citizenship while also
bridging together strands of social, cultural and political geography in ways that deepen
understandings of people and place.

US Organic Dairy Politics: Animals, Pasture, People, and Agribusiness by Bruce A. Scholten.
Published Nov. 19, 2014 by Palgrave Macmillan, New York:
*http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/us-organic-dairy-politics-bruce-ascholten/?K=9781137476289
*http://www.palgraveconnect.com/pc/doifinder/10.1057/9781137476289.0010
*http://www.cornucopia.org/2015/01/u-s-organic-dairy-politics-animals-pasturepeople-agribusiness/

£66.00 | $105.00 | Hardback & Ebook
Declaration: Author is RGRG Newsletter editor.
This book claims that farmers in the Global North and Global South are
little more than indentured servants to global agribusiness unless they
control marketing (where the cash is).
Since 1950, productivity of U.S. dairy cows has risen 250%,
while the longevity of cows has plunged alongside the number of family
farms. Farmers have reacted to lower farmgate prices and globalization
by intensifying production with agribusiness technologies such as GMO
hormones, and antibiotics to fight illness common in confinement.
This chronicle of the U.S. National Organic Program traces the genealogy of organics from Rudolf
Steiner in Europe, to Eve Balfour and Albert Howard in Britain, to the Rodale Institute in USA. Expert
input from veterinarians and statisticians, with a new survey question Pres. Obama’s promise to bring
an ‘era of enforcement’ to organics. Focus on the consumer boycott of organic-industrial brands in the
‘Pasture War’ of the 2000s shows how farmer, cooperative and urban consumer politics can retain
pastoral farmscapes, enhancing animal welfare, environmental sustainability, and rural communities.
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RGRG Newsletter invites contributions to the Summer 2015 edition. Deadline is 15 July.
With subject line ‘RGRG News’ please email reports & photos from AAG or RGRG events, awards,
book reviews & features to Editor: bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com

Thanks! to Steven Allan, Web Coordinator at Durham University Geography Dept.
Photo credits include universities and institutions such as CCRI, MS Clipart, etc.
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