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Season’s Greetings! Your newsletter includes: 
   1. Stacey Coppock’s summary of post-grad fora at the RGS-IBG annual meeting in London, and 
       Mary Cawley’s report on the IGU meet last August.  
   2. RGRG abstracts for RGS-IBG Edinburgh in 2012. AAG & IGC.  
   3. Features: Charles Howie (far right) at a new Vietnamese  
       university putting geo- theory on the ground & in the paddy.  
       Plus, Rhys Evans on equestrianism in Norway.  
   4. Books. 
   5. GEOrge’s View, the sub-editor’s stab at humour.  
 
Making New Year’s resolutions in the bleak mid-winter?  
Plan newsletter submissions to: bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com  
 

Best wishes, Bruce  
Editor, RGRG Newsletter 
www.durham.ac.uk/b.a.scholten 

 

1. CONFERENCES PAST 
 

RGS-IBG London 30.Aug.-02.Sep.11  
Stacey Coppock (Nottingham) reports three RGRG sessions for New & Emerging Rural Researchers. 
The first session explored ‘Rural Society’, the second ‘Rural Cultures and Tourism’ - both sessions 
chaired by Richard Yarwood (Plymouth). Matt Reed of CCRI chaired session three on ‘Farming & 
Rural Development’. All sessions were very well attended and received extremely positive responses. 
We look forward to postgraduate abstracts for RGS-IBG 2012 Edinburgh. Call for Papers below! 
 

    
Session 1: From left: Christina Noble, Dan Keech, Kirstie Bowden. Session 2: Chris Bell, Carmel Confrey, 

Ernest Taylor, Annabelle McLaren-Thomson. 
 

 
Session 3: Syarifah Nuraida, Caroline Smiddy, Sarah Cooper, Matt Reed, Susanne Jarratt, Julian Quan. 

http://www.dur.ac.uk/geography/rgrg_newsletter/
mailto:bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com


19
TH

 ANNUAL COLLOQUIUM OF THE CSRS OF THE IGU, 1-7 AUGUST 2011, NUI GALWAY  

 
Centre of third row from front are Keynote Speakers Tony Sorensen, Michael Woods & Guy Robinson;  
in front of them, Lucette Laurens and Ana Maria Bicalho (Co-Chairs of the CSRS); front right Mary Cawley 
 
Mary Cawley summarises an early August meet with some familiar faces. 
 
The 19th Annual Colloquium of the IGU Commission on the Sustainability of Rural Systems (CSRS) 
was hosted by the School of Geography and Archaeology at the National University of Ireland 
Galway, 1-7 August 2011. Some 70 delegates and accompanying persons attended from 17 countries 
(Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Czech Republic, France, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Japan, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Spain, the UK, and the USA), to exchange research. Mary Cawley, 
of the CSRS Steering Committee, chaired the local organisation.   
 
The overarching theme was The Sustainability of Rural Systems: Local and Global Challenges and 
Opportunities. Six Keynote Lectures on the theme were delivered by: Guy Robinson, University of 
South Australia on ‘Agricultural Sustainability: Local Challenges in a Global Context’; Michael Woods, 
Aberystwyth University on ‘Grounding Global Challenges and the Relational Politics of the Rural’; Ana 
Maria Bicalho, Federal University of Brazil on ‘Forestry Management in Inhabited Conservation Units: 
the Tapajós National Forest as a Model of Community Governance’; Lucette Laurens, University of 
Montpellier 3 on ‘Ceasing Agriculture and Territorial Orientated Changes: Which Developmental 
Models? Uncertainties Pertaining to the Uprooting of Vines in Languedoc-Roussillon’; Tony Sorensen, 
University of New England, NSW on ‘Quantum Dreaming: the Relevance of Quantum Mechanics to 
Regional Science’; and Michael Cuddy, NUI Galway on ‘Irish Agricultural and Rural Development’. 
Sponsorship came from the Millennium Fund, NUI Galway and the Irish Social Sciences Platform.  
 
Forty-four papers and six posters were presented over two full days and one morning in plenary and 
parallel sessions on six broad sub-themes relating to: Land Use, Agriculture and Food; Heritage, 
Tourism and Environment; Rural Society, Population and Settlement; Governance and Rural 
Development; Innovative Approaches to Rural and Regional Employment Creation; Rural Society and 
Sustainable Energy. CSRS plans to publish the peer-reviewed edited proceedings in due course.  
Field trips took place on two full days and one afternoon and evening, with discussion led by local 
colleagues and external specialists. On 3 August, the group visited the ‘creative’ film and TV cluster 
west of Galway, learned about residential pressure in the urban fringe and had a post dinner guided 
walk along the city waterways. Field visits on Thursday 4 August, to south County Galway and County 
Clare, provided opportunities to learn about Brazilian labour immigration, an alternative Wood Energy 
Project and conservation and tourism in the karstic landscape of the Burren and the Cliffs of Moher. 
The issues discussed on Friday included language and development in the Gaeltacht (Ireland’s 
officially designated areas where the majority of the population speak the Irish language as well as 
English), farm diversification, 19

th
 century famine landscapes, and risk and challenges for coastal. 

 
Colloquium organisers thank Prof. Patrick Duffy, Chair of the Irish National Committee for the 
Geographical Sciences and departments at a number of institutions for their support: the School of 
Geography, Planning and Environmental Policy, UCD; Mary Immaculate College, University of 
Limerick; and St Patrick’s College Drumcondra, Dublin.  

 
 Mary Cawley - NUI Galway 



2. CONFERENCES 2012  
 

2a. RGS-IBG Annual International Conference 2012   
3-5 July 2012, University of Edinburgh 
Security of geography/geography of security, chaired by Chris Philo 
Http://www.rgs.org/WhatsOn/ConferencesAndSeminars/Annual+International+Conference/Annual+international+conference.htm 

 
Deadline for paper abstracts is Wednesday 25

th
 January 2012. RGRG secretary Carol Morris 

confirms the RGRG session proposals below. Please submit paper abstracts asap! Sessions are five 
20-minute presentations including questions. 

 
Call For Papers at Sessions Sponsored by the Rural Geography Research Group:  

RGS-IBG Annual International Conference 2012, Edinburgh, 
3 July - 5 July 2012, www.rgs.org/AC2012 

 
 
Scaling the Food Security Challenge: Politics, Policy and Practice. 

Convenors: Moya Kneafsey (Coventry), Ruth Little (Sheffield), and Hannah Lambie (Sheffield)  

 
“The transition to a global food system that satisfies human needs, reduces its carbon footprint, 
adapts to climate change and is in balance with planetary resources requires concrete and 
coordinated actions, implemented at scale, simultaneously and with urgency”. (Commission on 
Sustainable Agriculture and Climate Change 2011) 

Food security is now firmly established as a priority on the global political agenda, but significant 
challenges remain in terms of how to develop co-ordinated policy responses at different scales. 
National and international policies, framed within neo-liberal discourse of ‘growth’ and ‘marketisation’ 
have tended to concentrate on supply chain resilience at the international scale (Foresight, 2011; 
Jarosz, 2011), with the greatest emphasis being placed on biophysical and technocentric approaches 
to boosting food production and availability (Pinstrup-Andersen, 2009).  In contrast, oppositional 
discourse expressed through various food and farming movements around the world, has often 
centred around localised solutions to local food insecurities, and stressed the need for strategies 
which build on local knowledge and control of resources, and place-specific social, economic and 
environmental conditions.  
 
Building upon RGRG’s food security session at RGS 2010, this session aims to reflect upon, and 
stimulate geographers’ continuing and deepening engagement with concepts and experiences of food 
(in)security.  In particular, the session will focus on the intensely political nature of responses to food 
(in)security at all geographical scales.  As such, we welcome papers which critically interrogate the 
uneven power relations which underpin the development of policy reactions to the challenge of 
ensuring contemporary and future food security. Theoretical and empirical contributions are sought, 
which consider contested responses to food security throughout the spaces and places in the food 
system, and which will contribute to a more critical understanding of the unfolding food security 
agenda. 
 
Papers could address one or more of the following questions:  

·        The politics of production – from ‘sustainable intensification’ to ‘agroecology,’ what 
geographies of power underpin the rival visions for agriculture’s future?  

·         Planning and governance for food security – what planning and governance structures are 
required in order to promote food security at difference scales, from the household and 
community to the global? What are the implications for concepts of food democracy and food 
sovereignty? What is the evidence base for policy and land use decisions related to food 
security? How can practices at different spatial scales be better integrated? 

·         Consumers, Communities and food security – what is the role of consumers and 
communities in relation to food security?  What are/should be/could be consumers’ rights and 
responsibilities? How is the role of ‘the consumer’ discursively constructed in visions for a 
food secure future? What spaces and scales are appropriate for ensuring community food 
security and what planning and governance models work best?  Spaces could include urban 
and peri-urban, communal growing spaces, local food initiatives in poor and wealthy regions 
of the world.  What are the opportunities for empowering individuals and communities who 
seek place-based solutions to the threats of food insecurity? 

http://www.rgs.org/WhatsOn/ConferencesAndSeminars/Annual+International+Conference/Annual+international+conference.htm
mailto:Sheffield


·         How is food waste to be reduced through policy and planning tools, and in what ways is 
waste embedded into, and accepted within, contemporary structures of consumption and 
production? 

·         Geographical perspectives on food security: how can geographers enhance and deepen 
critical understanding of the causes and solutions to food insecurity?  How can geographers 
engage fruitfully with other disciplines to develop holistic conceptualisations of food security?  

 
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles (clearly stating name, 
institution, and contact details) to Moya Kneafsey (apy034@coventry.ac.uk), Ruth Little 
(ruth.little@sheffield.ac.uk), and Hannah Lambie (h.lambie@sheffield.ac.uk) by Wednesday 25th 
January 2012. 
 
 
New and Emerging Rural Researchers 
Convenors: Stacey Coppock (University of Nottingham); Daniel Keech (Southampton) 
 
The New and Emerging Researchers sessions at the RGS-IBG Annual Conference  
offer an exciting opportunity for postgraduates and early career researchers  
to present their research proposals and research results in a friendly forum.   
Sessions last year were very well attended and papers were themed around rural  
economies; food, farming and tourism; transport; and rural community change -  
abstracts are welcomed from any area of rural research for the 2012  
Conference.  
 
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words and proposed titles  
(clearly stating name, institution, and contact details) to Stacey Coppock  
(lgxsc4@nottingham.ac.uk) and Daniel Keech (mdk1g09@soton.ac.uk) by Wednesday 25th  
January 2012. 
 
 
Rural Stayers in the Mobile Countrysides 
Convenors: Tialda Haartsen (Groningen); Keith Halfacree (Swansea) 
 
From discourses of globalisation increasingly including the rural, to the importance of migration for 
rural population change, to promoting rural broadband as a political priority, it seems that mobility is 
increasingly seen as being of as much paradigmatic importance to the countryside as it is recognised 
to be to the city.  Another geographical arena of competence is thus suggested for the recent 
‘mobilities turn’ within social science scholarship. However, whilst such a perspective again calls for 
us to recognise flow, change and transition against any assumption of an ideologically static or 
timeless rural – mobility-within-stability – it also calls on us to think again about the presence of 
expressions of non-movement within the dynamic norm – stability-within-movement.  This is because, 
as articulated by writers such as Urry, mobility and immobility are to be seen more as entangled than 
separate states.   
The diverse forms, practices and  expressions of stability-within-movement are the particular focus of 
this session, rural mobilities having received more attention of late.  The session thus calls for papers 
outlining and interrogating all aspects of the practices of ‘staying put’ within the mobile 21

st
 century 

countrysides.  Possible topics include: 
·         Why and how young adults seek to stay in rural home places; 
·         The rural as ‘security’ in an insecure world; 
·         How place-based aspects of dwelling are expressed by different groups; 
·         The more-than-representational bindings of rurality; 
·         How newcomers to the countryside ‘learn’ to stay. 

  
The proposed format of the session is conventional 20-minute presentations including questions, 
although we are open to different forms of presentation to the ‘read’ paper if desired. 
Please send abstracts of up to 200 words by Wednesday January 25

th
 2012 to co-organisers: Tialda 

Haartsen (Groningen): t.haartsen@rug.nl  and Keith Halfacree (Swansea): 
k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk. 
 
 

mailto:ruth.little@sheffield.ac.uk
mailto:t.haartsen@rug.nl
mailto:k.h.halfacree@swansea.ac.uk


Securing Sustainable Rural Livelihoods in the Global North and South 
Convenors: Bruce Scholten (Durham); Daniel Keech (University of Southampton) 
 
This session links the conference theme ‘Security of geography/ geography of security’ to the diverse 
struggles of rural dwellers to secure sustainable livelihoods world-wide.  On the one hand, Oxford 
University economist Paul Collier prescribes large-scale export-oriented, high-tech GM farms to solve 
hunger in Africa. Such a prescription (and not even debating here the merits of GM) would likely result 
in massive socio-spatial restructuring, and exacerbate migration-induced urbanisation in an increasing 
global context of megacities bereft of jobs. In contrast, dairy development industry development 
programmes by the World Bank, Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO-UN forthcoming 2012) and 
the Gates Foundation target smallholders and women in Africa, Asia and Latin America for regular 
income to pay children’s school fees and stimulate off-farm jobs. Such schemes, following India’s 
cooperative Anand dairy pattern, allow landless people to escape contract labour by turning their 
homes into means of production. In the Global North, European governments promote place-linked 
rural marketing initiatives, but will the economic crisis allow them to go beyond Schumacher’s Small is 
Beautiful, to secure socially sustainable ameliorations of the risks of family farming: injury, long hours, 
and poverty? And, whilst NGOs have established initiatives from veg boxes to Community Supported 
Agriculture, what are the consequences of these being appropriated by corporate players? We 
welcome papers exploring how rural livelihoods, in both the Global North and South, can be sustained 
environmentally, economically and socially in these challenging times.  We also welcome papers 
examining how useful and effective both human geography and human geographers can be in 
engaging with such debates. 
 
Please send abstracts up to a maximum of 250 words by Wednesday January 25th, 2012 to:  

Bruce Scholten (Durham):  bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com AND B.A.Scholten@durham.ac.uk and 

Daniel Keech (Southampton): mdk1g09@soton.ac.uk 
  ** 
 
 
 

2b. AAG 24-28.Feb. 2012. See website it you intend to attend: www.aag.org/annualmeeting 

There’s no better place for urban geographers to enter the New York state of mind. Street life and 
performance are fantastic – not to mention bookstores and museums. Visit the 9/11 memorial, the 
Park Slope food coop in Brooklyn – or view Ms. Liberty from the Staten Island Ferry.  
 

   
** 

 
 

2c. 32nd International Geographical Congress Cologne 2012 | 26-30 Aug. 2012. 
Call for papers deadline 8 January 2012. Themes are: Global Change and Globalisation; Society 
and Environment; Risks and Conflicts; and Urbanisation & Demographic Change. Expect scholars 
from around the world. Experience eine Spaziergang through walkable Koln. Meet in the Bahnhof-
Cathedral-Roman Museum plaza to walk across River Rhein or find fresh, cheap gyros/donar kebab. 
 

 

Images courtesy AAG and IGC 

 

Https://igc2012.org/frontend/index.php?folder_id=41&ses_id=bea01811108a6006f3ec099a82e5f84f 

 

mailto:bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com
http://www.aag.org/annualmeeting


3. FEATURES 
 

3a. Crop science curriculum for the future in Vietnam – by Charles Howie 
 
Designing a new curriculum is a rare opportunity 
to put practical knowledge and theory together 
and influence the education of hundreds of 
young people in the near future and hopefully 
agriculture itself in this part of Vietnam.  Writing 
a new curriculum is also a daunting 
responsibility because it offers opportunities to 
be innovative, and to take risks. An Giang 
Province, situated on the Mekong River close to 
the border with Cambodia, is Vietnam’s most 
productive province for rice and aquaculture.   
 
An Giang University where I am working for six 
months, is funded by that success. The 
challenge is to write a curriculum that puts 
students’ knowledge of plant production at its 
heart, to marry ‘theory’ and ‘practice’ to the point where teachers and students no longer see them as 
separate entities but as complementary routes to the same destination.  The curriculum needs to be 
‘future-proofed’ by trying to take into account the likelihood of severe challenges that climate change 
and sea level rise will pose to the delta, and the unquantifiable threats to the down flow of river water 
if up-stream plans to build dams in China and elsewhere are realised.   

 
 
Left: Embarked to inspect the dikes.  Like the ‘Owl & 
the Pussy Cat going to sea’, we took plenty of 
provisions, just in case  
 
 
Parts of the curriculum are ‘givens’, prescribed by the 
Ministry of Education and Training (MOET) in Hanoi, and 
are inflexible, but other sections are written in more 
flexible terms, which we adapting to our vision.  At this 
stage we are working out an enormous crossword puzzle.  
I am fortunate to be a Visiting Fellow of the Royal 
Agricultural College, Cirencester, and from that link I have 
drawn ideas about how to make the course practical at all 
stages.  The challenge and needs are enormous, but the 
enthusiasm of the staff is well up to the task. It is a 

privilege to be invited to lead such a project. It’s also a whole lot of fun. - Dr. Charles Howie 
 
 
Right: Scale of the 
challenge. On left, 
annual floods. The 
height the water has 
reached this year is 
near record - hence the 
emergency uplift of the 
wall. On right the rice 
field is three metres 
below. Those of a 
mathematical bent can 
calculate pressure on 
the wall under our feet! 
(I don’t think I want to 
know the answer.) 

Team of Chau, Duong Phuoc and Charles Howie 

 



3b. Equine Research Network (EqRN)                           
 
Text and pictures  
by Rhys Evans 
   
Dr. Rhys Evans 
Førsteamanuensis, www.hlb.no  
EqRN network, www.eqrn.net 
 
For more information, or to join, 
go to: www.eqrn.net 
 
 
 

The Equine Research 
Network (EqRN) exists to 
help researchers with an 
interest in the human-
horse relationship 
connect with each other 
across the disciplines.    

 
EqRN began at the European Society of Rural Sociology Congress in Vasa, Finland in 2009, when a 
Working Group on ‘Equine Landscapes’ attracted 21 papers. Each presenter came from a different 
institution and from a wide number of countries.  What we all share, besides our interest in the 
human-horse relationship, was the fact that we worked alone on our interests, usually in a 
Department with a substantially different focus. EqRN was created to help counter that isolation and 
to bring the study of humans and horses to greater prominence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EqRN maintains a website (www.eqrn.net) and 
arranges horse-based sessions in at least 
three international conferences a year. It 
covers all relevant topics from Equine 
geographies, through Equine Assisted 
Therapy and Education, and Equine Tourism, 
to the fundamentals of human/non-human 
animal relations. Membership is free, with the 
key requirement being a willingness to share 
ideas and publications.   We are now 
attempting to build international research 
projects and formal, funded networking 
activities. For more information, or to join, see: 
www.eqrn.net  
 

Rhys Evans, Associate Professor rhys@hlb.no 
Norwegian University College of Agriculture 

and Rural Development www.hlb.no  
 

 

Editor’s note: Rhys Evans and I discovered a 
mutual interest in large animals and 
motorcycles years ago at the RGS-IBG annual 
meeting in London. Evans mentioned that his 
equestrian human friends seem to suffer ‘more 
frequent and worse injuries’ than his biking 
friends.  
 
But, whatever their relative levels of risk, I 
would say that equestrians and motos exhibit 
similar behaviour in races and other events. At 
an event for ngo Riders for Health in Africa 
(www.riders.org) I posed a horse-bike motobility 
question to its Patron, HRH Ann, as the former 
Olympic equestrian has become a moto fan 
(Scholten 2007, 2011).  
 
The Princess Royal replied to this question:  
‘Do motorcyclists and equestrians share any 
special similarities?’ 
 
Oh yes. First of all, the sense of balance. Then, 
the independence – maybe that most of all. 
 I hate to tell you this, but motorcycles are 
harder…  
 

Why is that? 
 

Because horses have four legs to land on.  
But yes, the balance and the independence. 
That’s what they share.                                                          

 

http://www.hlb.no/
http://www.eqrn.net/
http://www.eqrn.net/
http://www.eqrn.net/
http://www.eqrn.net/
mailto:rhys@hlb.no
http://www.hlb.no/


4. BOOKS 
 

Community Resilience and Environmental Transitions. 
Geoff A. Wilson. London, Earthscan.  
ISBN-10: 1849711518, ISBN-13: 978-1849711517 

Published December 2011 

See: http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781849711517/ 
 
Routledge announce Geoff Wilson’s newest book, discussing the 
resilience of communities in both developed and developing world 
contexts. It investigates the notion of ‘resilience’ and the 
challenges faced by local communities around the world to deal 
with disturbances (natural hazards or human-made) that may 
threaten their long-term survival. Using global examples, specific 
emphasis is placed on how learning processes, traditions, policies 
and politics affect the resilience of communities and what 
constraints and opportunities exist for communities to raise 
resilience levels. 
 
Wilson’s (2007) book Multifunctional Agriculture: A Transition 
Theory Perspective authoritatively portrayed uses of rurality in the 

Global North and South, as well as transitions to heterogeneous futures. The new volume offers 
insights on resilience, a word now heard as often as sustainability – and perhaps key to human 
survival. Wilson is editor of Geography Compass: Environment and Society. 
  ** 
 

Upland Agriculture and the Environment 
Lois Mansfield 
Badger Press, November 2011  
ISBN-10: 0957074700, ISBN-13: 978-0957074705 

Support by www.ninevehtrust.org.uk  
 
Post order (£25.00 inc. post & packing) to: 
Dr L.T. Mansfield 
c/o Badger Press Limited, Longlands, 
Bowness-on-Windermere, Cumbria LA23 3AS 
Email: lois.mansfield@cumbria.ac.uk 

 
Dr. Lois Mansfield is a Principal Lecturer at the Newton Rigg campus of the University of Cumbria, 
where she has lectured in agricultural geography and related upland topics for 16 years. 
 
Contents: Upland agricultural farming system; Defining the extent of uplands; Historical evolution of 
upland farming landscape; Physical environment; A High Nature Value landscape; Economics of 
upland agriculture; Social dimension of upland agriculture; Politics and upland agriculture; A Future 
for upland agriculture; References. The book contains 360 pages, 100 tables, 60 figures, 40 boxes. 
 
The book is the product of 6 years’ labour. Mansfield writes: Agricultural activity in uplands is 
fundamentally determined by the character of the physical environment, resulting in a low input-low 
output system and highly valued biodiverse habitats. Over the last 50 years the quality of many of 
these has unfortunately deteriorated, often blamed on poor agricultural management.  
 
Upland Agriculture & the Environment demonstrates that far from laying this fully at farming’s 
doorstep, deteriorating habitats and related environmental issues can be traced back to inappropriate 
political decisions based on poor understanding of socio-economic processes operating on farms and 
in their related communities. Consequently, upland farm businesses have suffered from low incomes 
and related succession problems, contracting the sector and destabilising their communities, 
symptoms of which have been environmental under-management and rural Depopulation. The 
fortunes of upland agriculture are, however, beginning to re-invigorate. The latest environmental 
agendas of ecosystem service delivery, food security concerns and carbon management needs are 
providing new opportunities to diversify income streams.  
 

http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9781849711517/


5. GEOrge’s View: ANT's life in Durham 
 
GEOrge, our hard-working sub-editor, was up to his neck marking student essays when 
he was delighted to find this poem in the mailbox. The author was present when 
Professor John Law worked hard for small beer (actually no beer or supper) 

in an invited  lecture on topics including actor network theory.     
 

 

ANT's life in Durham 
           - or - 
 Fallen among Geographers 
 

by B.A. Scholar 
 
John Law does case histories' 
says 'T' heory makes him ail. 
A philosopher ripostes like Clinton, 
'What is IS is the ontologic Grail.' 
 

Portuguese galleons, 
astrolabe, De Gama too... 
...à la Law - Latour, Serres, Callon 
map networks old & new. 
 

Wittgenstein & Russell 
just kicked tables round a room. 
But Law includes the engineers 
of tables on the moon. 
 
No meta-theory, it's just a tool; 
ANT looks quite small up here. 
But a tool can be quite helpful; 
those without won't sneer. 
 

Ships, airplanes, disease? 
We might add consumption too. 
ANT's bush pump allegories 
irk Alan Sokal?  True! 
 

But half an hour of questions 
make Rocky Room the Star. 
Compared to Durham Station, 
Timbuktu is not as far. 
 

'Define Fluid & Fire', 
asks a developer, 'if you're able.' 
'Use the tool that works,' says Law, 
'But put Absence on the table.' 
 
The Other is pushed by a performativist, 
and Law responds apace. 
(Aha, I'm right: Greenpeace/Monsanto 
don't cohabit all points in space.) 
 

'When objects change,' thinks a thinker, 
'we need Euclidean shape...' 
… till the head man intervenes to  
'suspend this talk of Place. 
 

 
 
Then a rising star  
attempts a coup de grâce: 
'Isn't management an object too?' 
'Ironically, yes,' says Law. 
 

Per convention Law was applauded, 
and soon made his escape, 
from 3 solid hours of battling 
actant Objects, actant Space. 
 

For he's a jolly fellow, 
his own epitaph proffers: 
'Law's no fool - ANT's just a tool - 
fallen among geographers.' 
 
CHORUS I 
What do we know, 
and what’s it for? 
We don't need no 
Ar-is-tot-le anymore! 
 

In Dunn Cow and Vic 
we compress time & space, 
quaffing local beer 
at a record pace! 
 

CHORUS II 
So what do we know, 
and how do we? 
It's beer after talks 
and epistemology! 
 

There we weigh the factors 
that ne'er before were linked. 
Knowns, unknowns are actors. 
They all exist, we think! 
  ** 
 

Thanks to 
Prof. John Law 
'Objects & Spaces: 
Networks, Fluids & Fires' 
Rockefeller Room, October 16, 2003 
Previously published in  
Durham University Geography Journal 2005. 
Appreciation to all participants in the Rocky Room’s 
finest hour - especially Prof. Law who read this 
doggerel in good humour.

 
GEOrge is a sporadic feature that invites your reflections on time & space 

** 



RGRG Newsletter invites your contributions to the Summer 2012 edition! 
 

Deadline 1st May (in advance of 3-5 July RGS-IBG Edinburgh). Please send reports and photos from 
RGRG linked sessions anywhere, fieldwork, jobs, awards, book reviews, features, poems, advice – 

whatever you deem important to Editor: bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com  
 

 
 

Http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Research+and+Higher+Education/ResearchGroups/Rural+Geography.htm 
 

  
 
 

Thanks! to Steven Allan, Web Coordinator at Durham University Geography Dept. 
 

  

mailto:bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com
http://www.rgs.org/OurWork/Research+and+Higher+Education/ResearchGroups/Rural+Geography.htm

