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1. EDITORIAL: Britain’s Motorsport Valley & the BLM campaign to End Racism  
Racing aficionados know Jimmy Clark left a Scottish sheep farm to win Formula 1 auto world championships and the 
Indianapolis 500 in USA, before dying in a crash in 1968. Needlessly risky tracks killed many drivers, before Scotsman Jackie 
Stewart forced promoters to prioritize safety. Racetrack advances such as shock-absorbing chassis soon saved lives in 
family cars. Safety reforms in 200-mph motorcycle racing were pushed by Cockney Barry Sheene and Californian Kenny 
Roberts who switched from horses to bikes. Roberts based his team in the legendary Motorsport Valley. Economists know 
the ‘F1 Belt’ had a £6 billion turnover in 2013, with £3.5b exported (BBC 26 June 2013). It is a critical mass of race 
engineering in the Age of the Anthropocene – 7 UK-based 
teams make medical devices to fight Covid-19.  
 

Based near Silverstone, German Team Mercedes-AMG-F1 
(photo credits) has gotten greener, working toward carbon-
neutrality. That’s not all. Since the shocking police killing of 
George Floyd in USA, which sparked Black Lives Matter 
protests in world cities, Mercedes’ 6-time world champion 
Lewis Hamilton has painted his Silver Arrows car Black, donned a BLM shirt, and led an F1 knees-down to End Racism. 
Perhaps Hamilton’s example will gain traction in the Covid-19 era. – Editor (News to: bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

2. RGRG NEWS: CORONAVIRUS DISRUPTION: COVID-19 postpones RGS-IBG annual meeting till 2021.  

Secretary Megan Palmer-Abbs outlines PGR/ECR presentations & virtual AGM 3rd Sep 2020.  
 
Subject: RGRG News update: RGRG (virtual AGM & Event); Nuffield Fdn; COP26 invites & PGR Twitter Conference  
 

RGRG Virtual AGM 2020 Sent: Thurs, 9 July 2020 
 

Dear All - Please see a few items for your attention and interest.  
We will be holding our AGM (virtually) via Zoom on the 3rd September 2020 (1-2.30pm).  At the 
moment we plan to wrap around a PGR/ECR presentation session (probably an am slot 10-12 
noon) and then a post AGM digital social and about an hour after the AGM concludes).  You’re 

are all invited to attend, some, or all of this with invitations and attendance managed via Eventbrite.  We are in the process 
of organising the finer details of the event but please do put the date in your diary.   

We are also looking for a Treasurer and PGR representative for our very active group, so if you have a passion 
for rural geography and are keen to offer insights for a strategic steer of the 2020=21 focuses, please do join in (either 
formally or informally) with us.  More information can be found at www.rgrg.co.uk or Twitter @RGRG_Rural. 

You can email suggestions or voice your ideas in person on the 3rd September. 

COVID-19 

Special 

Issue 

https://rgrg.co.uk/post-graduate-researchers
http://www.rgrg.co.uk/
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As always, we are here to represent you all as RGRG members and the transient and exciting rural geography agenda – 
your insights are always welcome.  This year we have been excited by our active PGRs who are submitting excellent shorts 
on their research or PGR experiences, and as always, our more established researchers coverage of a transient rural space 
and more recently insights about Covid 19 as it has unravelled.  

 

2. COP26-Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC (United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change) 

3.     Call for experts: Please see information from RGS on COP26 and how to get involved.  
  

UK Parliament COP26 Expert Database  
Yesterday, POST at UK Parliament launched an open call for its COP26 Expert Database… to support MPs, Peers 
and colleagues in the devolved parliaments as they scrutinise govt preps of the 2021 Glasgow climate summit. 
  
We would like to invite you, or anyone within your organisation or wider networks, to contribute to this 
endeavour by signing up: https://bit.ly/2CheTus  
  
Taking part involves responding to a survey that should take around 25-30 minutes. Responses will be collated 
by POST and used for two purposes: 

·         Forming a database of experts that may be drawn upon by parliamentary staff and 
parliamentarians over the next 16 months for a range of scrutiny issues (e.g. Committee inquiries or 
research briefings), as well as staff from the devolved parliaments. 
·         A survey of expert views on priorities for both the planning and delivery of COP26. Responses to 
these questions will be drawn up into a briefing and presented as evidence to the BEIS Committee’s 
inquiry into “net zero and UN climate summits” after summer recess. 

  
The survey platform requires that the survey is completed in one sitting. To make it easier to respond, the 
questions are copied below. Anyone is free to contribute, and we would encourage people with a wide range of 
backgrounds and expertise to sign up. We would particularly welcome international insights or contributions 
from those who have been involved in the preparation and delivery of a previous COP.  
Survey responses will be collected until midnight on August 2nd, though the database signup will remain open 
afterwards.  

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or would like to discuss further.  
POST COP26 Expert Database: Survey Questions 

Contact details  
·         Name 
·         Email 
·         Phone number 
·         Institution 
·         Institution type 
·         Department 
·         Link to a professional profile, e.g. university or LinkedIn page 
·         Links to key publications and/or videos of you speaking publicly on a relevant area of your  
expertise 
This is not required. Please provide links to a few key pieces of work only. 
·         ORCID ID (if applicable) 

  
Your expertise 

·         Have you previously attended a COP? 
This helps us to understand your experience of COPs, but your responses are still important if you 
haven't previously attended one. If you have attended multiple COPs with different roles, please select 
the role that applies most to your responses to this survey. 

o    Yes, as a representative of a Party State or Observer State 
o    Yes, as a representative of an observer organisation 
o    Yes, as a member of the media and press 
o    No 

·         Please summarise your expertise in this area using fewer than 100 words. 
·         Please tick the following that describe the area of your experience or expertise 

https://rgrg.co.uk/post-graduate-researchers
https://rgrg.co.uk/rural-geography-research-group-2019-rural-resilience-and-resourcefulness-innovation-cafe-session-short-paper?preview=true
https://rgrg.co.uk/news-2
https://bit.ly/2CheTus
mailto:millerjd@parliament.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=nt3mHDeziEC-Xo277ASzSp3hz-l0hxNPkqXRretClY5UQlBVOTFYR1ZHSkJOM1lGWjdTTUw0TlJLWC4u
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Please only tick up to the three areas that apply most. This makes it easier for us to use the survey 
responses. 

o    I have helped organise or deliver a previous COP event 
o    Adaptation and resilience 
o    Carbon markets 
o    Civil society and climate change 
o    Climate diplomacy 
o    Climate finance (international finance for mitigation or adaptation) 
o    Climate science 
o    Economic recovery 
o    Energy systems transition (inc coal phase-out) 
o    Environmental law 
o    Green finance 
o    Low-carbon transport 
o    Nature-based solutions 
o    Other 

·         If you answered 'other' to the previous question, please state your area of expertise in < 5 words 
  
Preparing for COP26: Your views on priorities for Government and Parliament 

·         What lessons can parliaments and governments in the UK take from the Covid-19 pandemic to 
apply to COP26 preparations? 
Please use fewer than 100 words 
·         Aside from the response to Covid-19, what in your view is the most important thing the UK 
Government and devolved governments should consider when planning for and delivering COP26? 
Please use fewer than 100 words 
·         Please tick the category that your answer to the previous question applies most to 
·         Even if your answer spans multiple categories, having only one option makes it easier for us to 
analyse responses to the survey.  

o    Adaptation and resilience 
o    Clean energy 
o    Clean transport 
o    Climate diplomacy 
o    Climate finance 
o    Devolved government priorities 
o    Engagement and communication 
o    Event organisation and logistics 
o    Local government priorities 
o    Mitigation pathways 
o    Nature-based solutions 
o    Non-state actors 
o    Other 
o    Raising ambition 
o    Rulebook and technical issues 

·         In your view, what is the most important question UK Parliament should be asking the UK 
Government while it plans for COP26? 
Please use fewer than 50 words 
·         Following on from Q18, why do you think it is important that it is asking this question? 
Please use fewer than 100 words 

  
Additional questions 

·         How did you find out about this database? 
·         Have you engaged with UK Parliament before? For example, engaging with a Select Committee, 
Library, POST, APPG, or an individual MP or Peer? 
 
 

3. Nuffield Foundation 
  

Dear Research Group Chairs, Secretaries and Treasurers  
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The Nuffield Foundation have refreshed some of their priorities for their Grants programme. There is more 
information in the links below. Please could you circulate to your members and more widely in your networks? 
  

Blog: https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/news/opinion/together-alone-connecting-individual-collective-well-
being-through-work-welfare  
Guidance: https://mk0nuffieldfounpg9ee.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Nuffield-Foundation-
Guide-for-applicants-22-06-2020.pdf 

  Best wishes, Sarah [Editor: DR Sarah Evans at RGS-IBG HQ London] 
 

4. PGR Twitter Conference  
We’re excited to announce that the Postgraduate Forum Twitter Conference will be taking place from Tuesday 
25 to Thursday 27 August!  
What is the PGF Twitter Conference? 
This conference is an opportunity for PhD students in geography and related disciplines to share their research 
with the wider geography community on Twitter.  
We recognise that many people will have been preparing materials for conferences that have now been 
postponed or cancelled, and so we decided to run this event in the absence of such conferences (for example, 
the RGS-IBG Annual International Conference). If you have work you’d like to share which you had planned to 
present at any conference, or indeed any new findings you’d like to share with the academic world, please 
consider applying to present!  
How does it work? 
Participants will be grouped into sessions with others carrying out research in a similar field. You’ll be given 15 
minutes to share 5 tweets which showcase your work, and 15 minutes to respond to any comments in a ‘live’ 
Q&A. With just 280 characters per Tweet, you’ll need to think about creative ways of demonstrating your 
findings, for example by creating a short video or GIF to accompany your text. If your application is successful, 
we will send a detailed presenters’ guide to ensure you’re well prepared to share and discuss your research 
with as wide an audience as possible! The deadline for submissions is Friday 24 July.  For more details, please 
visit our website at https://rgspostgradforum.org/rgs-ibg-postgraduate-forum-twitter-conference-2020. 
 

We wish you a good summer and look forward to meeting (virtually or in person) in the coming months. 
Kind regards - Megan  
  ** 

 

3. RGRG site migration: Uni-Durham Geography to WordPress (rgrg.co.uk/) done July 14, 2020. 

 
_ 

The Editor is grateful to Durham’s Steven Allan for over a decade of support. Thanks also to Sarah Evans and Dominic 
Estall at RGS-IBG-HQ London for facilitating the move. Chair Martin Phillips and Secretary Megan Palmer-Abbs are 
working with Aimee Morse et al on our expanded IT presence, Twitter, etc.  
 

* Please help fill the RGRG Archive Hub before our 50th anniversary in 2022: https://rgrg.co.uk/archives-rgrg-est-1972 
 

* Bristol Prof. Jonathan Rigg (ex-Durham, NUS Singapore) won the Victoria Medal. Rigg’s 
work on Thai sons & daughters moving from ag to IT work at home or abroad is admirable.  

- http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2020/may/prof-jonathan-riggs-victoria-medal.html 
- https://rgrg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/RGRGNewsletter-Winter2018-19.pdf 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/news/opinion/together-alone-connecting-individual-collective-well-being-through-work-welfare
https://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/news/opinion/together-alone-connecting-individual-collective-well-being-through-work-welfare
https://mk0nuffieldfounpg9ee.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Nuffield-Foundation-Guide-for-applicants-22-06-2020.pdf
https://mk0nuffieldfounpg9ee.kinstacdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Nuffield-Foundation-Guide-for-applicants-22-06-2020.pdf
https://rgspostgradforum.org/rgs-ibg-postgraduate-forum-twitter-conference-2020
https://rgrg.co.uk/archives-rgrg-est-1972
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2020/may/prof-jonathan-riggs-victoria-medal.html
https://rgrg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/RGRGNewsletter-Winter2018-19.pdf
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4a. CCRI Winter School, 30th January 2020 by Aimee Morse 
 

 
Countryside and Community Research Institute Winter School - University of Gloucestershire 

Postgrad Representative Aimee Morse (aimeemorse@connect.glos.ac.uk; Twitter: 06aims) 

 

THE Winter School offers PhD researchers the opportunity to present work to peers and academic staff at the CCRI. 

The day is designed to provide all with constructive feedback and encourage discussions on the latest rural research.  
 

Rurality in the 2020s: A new decade of rural scholarship? Was this year’s theme. Presentations covered a wide range of 

topics such as: environmental governance and stewardship, rural feminism, and rural estates. Discussion followed each 

presentation, some guided by a presenter’s requests for feedback, others by audience questions. These were incredibly 

fruitful, with all researchers receiving thought-provoking and constructive comments. Conversations continued so long 

after each presentation that organiser Matt Reed had to shuffle the programme to account for time we’d spent talking! 
 

A bring and share lunch was also a chance for further conversations outside the conference room, sharing ideas over 

tasty food brought along by members of the CCRI. The day was a great success, and I look forward to staying in touch 

with my fellow presenters. Hopefully, we’ll catch up at Winter School 2021 - if not before!  
 

Editor: Much depends on Covid-19! Sadly the 2020 RGS-IBG Annual International Conference is postponed till 31 Aug to 3 Sep 

2021: https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-international-conference/ 

So, RGRG plans a PGR/ECR presentation session (10-12 noon) before the Zoom Virtual AGM, 3rd Sep 2020 (1-2.30pm).   

More info from Aimee: www.rgrg.co.uk or on Twitter @RGRG_Rural 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4b. PGF@Home by Aimee Morse 

PGF@Home - The Postgraduate Forum of the RGS-IBG provides 

additional training and networking opportunities for postgraduates 

across the sub-disciplines of geography. These usually come in the 

form of a number of events, such as the Mid-Term conference and 

the Annual Conference Training Symposium. In light of the current 

circumstances and in recognition of the fact that the ways in which 

we communicate and network have changed, they have launched 

the PGF@Home, an initiative which will draw postgraduate students 

together in an online community.  

 

They will be hosting regular professional development webinars and 

social networking events online, and uploading blog posts and 

providing links to useful written resources on their website.  

 

You can find out more about the initiative at 

rgspostgradforum.org/pgfhome and follow the PGF on Twitter to stay up to date with all their latest news. The 

committee are keen to know how best to support geography postgraduates at this time, so if you have any ideas, 

questions or comments then please get in touch by sending them a DM on Twitter! 

 

Aimee Morse aimeemorse@connect.glos.ac.uk Twitter: @06aim 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PGF@Home 

mailto:aimeemorse@connect.glos.ac.uk
https://www.rgs.org/research/annual-international-conference/
http://www.rgrg.co.uk/
https://rgspostgradforum.org/pgfhome
https://twitter.com/PGF_RGSIBG
mailto:aimeemorse@connect.glos.ac.uk
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5. COVID-19 DISRUPTION? Postgrads welcomed to write on the Postgraduate Page! 
Aimee Morse carries on despite cancellation of a Glasgow midterm & uncertain Guelph, Canada fieldwork.  

 

A message for Postgraduate Researchers from Aimee, your Postgraduate Representative. 

We recognise that many of you will have been preparing for conferences that may have been 

postponed or cancelled. If this is the case, but you have work you’d like to share with the wider 

geography community, please get in touch as we’re currently welcoming submissions for our 

RGRG website’s dedicated Postgraduate page!  (https://rgrg.co.uk/post-graduate-researchers) 

 

The theme is Rural Research in the 2020s. Ideas for content include: 

• An overview of your research journey 

• A reflection on the key themes and methods you have used in your research  

• A book review 

• An event review 

• Commentary on any issues arising as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic 

Articles should be no more than 1000 words. Pictures or figures demonstrating your work are 

more than welcome. See below for examples from my own work with farmers in North Wales.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Please send all enquiries and articles to Aimee Morse (aimeemorse@connect.glos.ac.uk) ask 

me a question on Twitter @06aims.  

 

You can also follow the RGRG on Twitter to stay up to date with the group’s latest news! 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://rgrg.co.uk/post-graduate-researchers
mailto:aimeemorse@connect.glos.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/06aims
https://twitter.com/RGRG_Rural
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                        Plate 7. Field day organised by organic farmers: switching from a productivist system to an agro-ecological 
system with recovery of Atlantic Forest areas, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. (Source: F.S. Machado) 

 
 

6. AGRO-ECOLOGY & ORGANIC AGRICULTURE AS COUNTERFORCE TO INTENSIVE FARMING: 
Lessons on the ground in a time of crisis in Brazil  
By Dr Felipe da Silva Machado (felipemachado1@gmail.com) Rio de Janeiro 
Download FSM’s PhD thesis:  https://pearl.plymouth.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/10026.1/15747/2020MACHADO10535219PhD.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y  
 

   
 

Plates 1-3. Farmers bring local agro-
ecological products, books, and 
brochures on agro-ecological systems 
to a meeting. This public spirit 
creates new opportunities to produce 
and distribute organic products. 
Organic production generates 
environmental services and public 
goods, e.g. biodiversity conservation, 
climate mitigation, maintaining soil 
functionality, agricultural and rural 
landscape, and rural vitality.  
- F.S. Machado 
 

SINCE the environmental critiques of 
agricultural modernisation gained strength in 

the 1980s, many social organisations and 
initiatives started to promote alternative 

mailto:felipemachado1@gmail.com
https://pearl.plymouth.ac.uk/bitstream/handle/10026.1/15747/2020MACHADO10535219PhD.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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agricultures (Schmitt, 2009), which later 
translated into organic farming and the 
agroecology movement.  
 
This short text intends to highlight briefly the social, 
economic and environmental dimensions of alternative 
systems of food production in Brazil, such as 
organic/agroecological agriculture - sustainable 
systems involving differentiated quality. New 
foodscapes emerge in rural-urban spaces where 
alliances are forged among better-informed consumers 
with health agendas and local farmers offering organic 
and quality-food in alternative distribution networks 
(Plates 1-3). These are an environmental and social 
counter-force to intensive global food systems in a time 
of crisis (Marsden & Smith, 2005; Goodman et al. 2011; 
Marsden & Morely 2014). 
 
Although the agroecological movement has been 
strengthening with active civil society, great 
enthusiasm is still expressed by the media and 
government for economic growth directly related to 
the spread of agribusiness-scale production in the 
Brazilian countryside (e.g. MAPA, 2013; CEPEA, 2017; 
FIESP, 2017). Through a conservative turn in 2017, 
neoliberal and right-wing political groups have 
conflicted with agroecological systems promoted by 
the majority of small-scale farmers. 

 
Plate 4. The photo shows soil degradation and erosion 
in conventional citrus, Rio de Janeiro. (F.S. Machado) 
 
Brazil and agricultural policies have usually focused on 
making agribusiness-farming systems more robust 
against shocks in the short term. Nevertheless, small-
scale farming accounts for up to 65 per cent of some of 
the country’s staple food production, employs the 
majority of the farm labour force and is responsible for 
one third of agricultural income (Census of Agriculture 
IBGE, 2017). For those reasons, a broader view of 
resilience is needed to ensure a sustainable small-scale 
agricultural sector in Brazil, which can develop farmer 
capacities, adapt farming systems to changing 
circumstances and transform their agricultural models 
(Plates 4-5) in order to maintain long-term supply of 
food and public goods (Plates 6-7).  

 
Plate 5. A farmer presented this photograph of the early 
stage of the transition from the conventional system to 
organic citrus farming. One of the critical issues of the 
alternative farming system is soil conservation, thus 
citrus trees are grown according to the morphology of 
the land and the morphological characteristics of the 
soil. This farming practice has transformed the 
landscape of the medium-sized rural property, 
reflecting the differences between the alternative 
system and the conventional citrus system in relation to 
soil conservation. (Source: Farmers’ archives) 
 
Incremental change must not be allowed to divert 
political attention away from more fundamental shifts, 
where these are needed to move from apparently 
efficient but in many ways vulnerable intensive 
agriculture to more robust agroecological systems 
promoted by the majority of small-scale farmers. 
 

 
Plate 6. Agro-ecological farmer shows seeds of a 
leguminous plant for better fixation of nitrogen in the 
soil. (Source: F.S. Machado) 
 

- RGRG Newsletter 
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References for Dr. Felipe da Silva Machado’s Agro-ecology & Organic Agriculture   
 

Altieri, M.A. and Toledo, V.M., 2011. The agroecological revolution in Latin America: rescuing nature, ensuring food 
sovereignty and empowering peasants. Journal of Peasant Studies 38(3), 587-612. 

CEPEA (Centro de Estudos Avançados em Economia Aplicada), 2017. Agromensal – CEPEA/ESALQ:  informações de 
mercado. CEPEA, Piracicaba. 

FIESP (Federação das Indústrias do Estado de São Paulo), 2017. Brazilian Agribusiness: characterists, performance, 
products and markets. FIESP, São Paulo. 

Goodman, D., Dupuis, E.M. and Goodman, M.K., 2011. Alternative Food Networks. Routledge, London. 
IBGE (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística), 2017. Censo Agropecuário: Resultados Preliminares. Rio de Janeiro. 

www.ibge.gov.br 
MAPA (Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento), 2013. Intercâmbio comercial do agronegócio: principais 

mercados de destino. MAPA, Brasília. 
Marsden, T. and Morely, A., 2014. Current food questions and their scholarly challenges. In: Marsden, T. and Morely, A. 

(eds). Sustainable Food Systems: Building a New Paradigm. Earthscan/Routledge, Milton Park, pp. 1-29. 
Marsden, T. and Smith, E., 2005. Ecological entrepreneurship: sustainable development in local communities through 

quality food production and local branding. Geoforum 36, 53-62. 
Rosset, P.M. and Altieri, M.A., 1997. Agroecology versus input substitution: A fundamental contradiction of sustainable 

agriculture. Society and Natural Resources 10, 283-295. 
Rosset, P.M. and Altieri, M.A., 2017. Agroecology: science and politics. Practical Action, Rugby. 
Schmitt, C.J., 2009. Transição agroecológica e desenvolvimento rural: um olhar a partir da experiência brasileira. In: Sauer, 

S. and Balestro, M. (eds). Agroecologia e os desafios da transição ecológica. Expressão Popular, São Paulo. 
Shiva, V., 1993. Monocultures of the Mind: Biodiversity, Biotechnology and Agriculture. Palgrave Macmillan, London. 
  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
RGRG Committee members Fidel Budy & Felipe Machado, London RGS-IBG (Bas 27-30Aug19). 

 
 

 
 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.ibge.gov.br/
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7. LAND GRABS IN LIBERIA by Fidel Budy  
 

 
Sign warning residents of Senjeh of encroachment into the Sime Darby concession area. 

 

Utilising voluntary codes in reactions from 
below to land grabbing 
Fidel C.T. Budy, PhD candidate 
Department of Geography and Earth Sciences (DGES) 
Aberystwyth University. Photos by Fidel C.T. Budy. 
Email: fib9@aber.ac.uk  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Image of the author and Key Informant 1 having a 
conversation during research fieldwork in Senjeh District. 
The picture was taken in a hut on Key Informant 1's farm. 
 

DEVELOPMENT of internationally agreed 
voluntary codes, as mechanisms for rural 
communities in the Global South to seek 
redress to rights violations as a result of land 

grabbing, have been criticised by scholars for 
either being weak or not fully implemented 
(Hall et al 2015; Verma 2014; White et al 2012).  
 
For example, Olivier De Schutter argues that 'voluntary 
approaches to discipline land-grabbing are bound to 
fail' (De Schutter 2013: 274). As for Philip McMichael, 
he suggests that 'whether and to what extent the 
Voluntary Guidelines will gain traction in regulating 
land grabbing remains to be seen' (McMichael 2013: 
59). Others have called for legally binding mechanisms 
to hold land grabbers accountable when they violate 
the rights of rural people (Cotula & Vermeulen 2009; 
Verma 2014). This means that, in the view of many 
commentators on the challenges that rural people face 
as a result of the land grabbing phenomenon, voluntary 
codes like the Principles for Responsible Agricultural 
Investment (PRAI), or the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) do not 
work. 
 
The research on which this article is based was 
conducted in the Senjeh District of western Liberia 
between December 2016 and June 2017. The evidence 
provides new insights into the effectiveness of 
voluntary codes developed for residents of affected 
communities to hold large-scale agriculture projects 
accountable for violations of their rights. In the case of 
Senjeh District, residents aligned with a national civil 
society group to successfully file a complaint to the 
Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO), a voluntary 
certification scheme set up to uphold standards of 

mailto:fib9@aber.ac.uk
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environmental friendliness and respect of the rights of 
indigenous peoples in the cultivation of oil palm. 
The case study used involved the Malaysian oil palm 
company Sime Darby being awarded over 300,000 
hectares of rural land. Sime Darby signed a 63-years 
concession with the Liberian government in 2008 for 
the cultivation of oil palm on land spread across four 
western counties of Liberia. Not long after 
commencement of operations in 2009, residents from 
Senjeh District, along with other residents, began to 
claim that the company had failed to compensate them 
for the land and their crops or adhere to the principles 
of free prior informed consent (FPIC). 
 
According to Key Informant 1, a knowledgeable local 
elder, residents of the district contacted the Green 
Advocates – a national environmental civil society 
group – to file a complaint with the RSPO in September 
2011 which resulted in the RSPO halting the company’s 
operations in Liberia. Following negotiations, as Key 
Informant 6 – a Liberian government official – 
mentioned, the Sustainable Partnership Initiative (SPI) 
was set up as a framework for investigating claims of 

rights violations of oil palm producers in Liberia as well 
as investigate and recommend solutions to the claim 
filed with the RSPO.  
 
Following years of investigation, it was concluded that 
Sime Darby had to pay the people more compensation, 
for their crops destroyed during the clearing process for 
the planting of the company's oil palm trees. According 
to a report in the national newspaper Front Page Africa 
(2017), confirmed in my interview with Key Informant 6 
prior to the release of the report, Sime Darby had 
significantly underpaid many affected residents whilst 
overpaying a few.  
 
By filing a complaint with the RSPO and getting the 
body to halt Sime Darby's operations in Liberia as well 
as negotiating the setting up of the SPI to investigate 
the claims from affected residents, it is clear that 
voluntary codes could have some traction. The 
evidence also suggests that, writing off voluntary codes 
as failures and lacking potency to hold land grabbers 
accountable, might be premature. 

 

Sources 
Cotula, L. and Vermeulen, S., 2009. Deal or no deal: the outlook for agricultural land investment in Africa. International 

Affairs, 85(6), pp.1233-1247. 
De Schutter, O., 2011. How not to think of land-grabbing: three critiques of large-scale investments in farmland. The 

Journal of Peasant Studies, 38(2), pp.249-279.  
Front Page Africa (FPA: 2017). Sime Darby, PAC Conflict Nears End – Committee Submit Report. FPA Online [WWW]. 

Available from: https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/sime-darby-pac-conflict-nears-end-committee-
submit-report/. Accessed on 06 April 2018. 

Hall, R., Edelman, M., Borras Jr, S.M., Scoones, I., White, B. and Wolford, W., 2015. Resistance, acquiescence or 
incorporation? An introduction to land grabbing and political reactions ‘from below’. Journal of Peasant 
Studies, 42(3-4), pp.467-488. 

McMichael, P., 2013. Land grabbing as security mercantilism in international relations. Globalizations, 10(1), pp.47-64.  

Verma, R., 2014. Land grabs, power, and gender in East and Southern Africa: So, what's new? Feminist Economics, 20(1), 
pp.52-75. 

White, B., Borras Jr, S.M., Hall, R., Scoones, I. and Wolford, W., 2012. The new enclosures: critical perspectives on 
corporate land deals. The Journal of Peasant Studies, 39(3-4), pp.619-647. 

 

     
 

Editor: Fidel Budy’s article offers hope that land grabbing can be a win-win for indigenous people if standards are 
monitored and enforced. Below, read RGRG Newsletter’s reprinted review of Fred Pearce’s (2012) The Land Grabbers: 
https://rgrg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/RGRG-News-Winter-2012.pdf 

- RGRG Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

A view of the Sime Darby oil palm trees in Senjeh District, Bomi County, Liberia. 

https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/sime-darby-pac-conflict-nears-end-committee-submit-report/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/business/sime-darby-pac-conflict-nears-end-committee-submit-report/
https://rgrg.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/RGRG-News-Winter-2012.pdf
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8. MotoGP 200mph racers cut Ebola village-to-lab time in Liberia: Covid-19 next? 
Bruce A. Scholten (bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com) Info from author or: twowheelsforlife.org 
 
 

 
 

 

COVID-19 GRIPS THE WORLD IN 2020.              
A paucity of Anglo-American leadership highlights 
countries which have been faster in testing and 
isolating coronavirus victims. 
 

Riders International is a social enterprise conceived and 
supported by the world motorcycle racing community. 
Riders Liberia worked so well toward eradication of 
Ebola, in the 2014-16 outbreak in West Africa, that it 
has lessons for us now. 
 

Earlier progress was shown in Zimbabwe’s Binga 
District from 2002. Riders for Health soon improved 
health indicators in malaria control, tuberculosis, child 
immunization, sanitation, and STD education and 
control compared to neighbouring districts (Scholten et 
al 2005 SBHA). Outbreaks of malaria fell almost 20%. 
Maternity treatment was much eased by the Uhuru 
sidecar shown above (Scholten 2005). Women have 
been involved with all aspects of Riders’ work, from 
strategic planning, to nurse rider training, to repair. 
 

In 2015, Riders for Health International agreed with the 
Liberian Ministry of Health (MoH) and other agencies to 
manage 281 motor vehicles including ambulances, 
trekking vehicles, 183 motor-cycles, and 70 sample 
courier motos (https://ridersintl.org/liberia/). Funding 
was via U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID/OFDA), World Health Organization (WHO), and 
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 

Mr Ngwarati Mashonga (MYS 2017) led Riders Liberia’s 
response to Ebola, innovating a new relay hub system. 
Before 2015, 75% of Ebola samples took over 24 hours 

to reach laboratories, but a few 
months later 78% of samples reached 
labs within 24 hours.  Patients, health 
centres and laboratories gave Riders’ 
sample testing high approval ratings. 
Implications for Covid-19 are obvious.   

 
 

 

 

Everyone knows Africa is vast, but it took grand prix 
motorcyclists to solve the logistics of health care 
outreach to its most inaccessible villages. What began 
as a small project in mountainous Lesotho in 1989 now 
serves ca. 30 million people in Liberia, Gambia, Zambia, 
Lesotho, Kenya, Zimbabwe, Nigeria and Malawi. 
 

Development planners, funders and agencies often 
ignored the ‘last mile’ in health outreach logistics. They 
focused on road building but ignored villages in 
mountainous Lesotho inaccessible to 4-wheelers. The 
2-wheel racers who conceived Riders for Health 
understood this – plus how to maintain motorbikes for 
maximum reliability and service.  
 

Bill & Melinda Gates famously recognised vaccines 
cannot be downloaded from the internet. One reason 

they have helped fund Riders for Health. 

 

Riders developed its own model for managing vehicles, 
people and funding in health care delivery, called 
Transport Resource Management (TRM).  Preventive 
maintenance is the designed to sustain ‘zero-
breakdown’ fleets of 2- or 4-wheel vehicles. TRM helps 
Riders calculate the cost of running vehicles to the 
penny using the Riders-developed cost-per-km 
calculator, factoring maintenance, replacement parts, 
fuel, management and logistics costs.  This payment 
structure is used to invoice governments or 
development agencies for the exact cost of health 
service delivery, enabling them to budget appropriately 
for their requirements – something that has never been 
achieved before. Just as important, families can rely on 
the dates that nurse practitioners visit their villages. 
 

 
 

Continues… 

mailto:bruce.scholten@btopenworld.com
https://ridersintl.org/liberia/
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Randy Mamola, Andrea & Barry Coleman (cofounders of 
Riders and twowheelsforlife.org) auction US legend Kenny 
Roberts’ painting of himself chasing Briton Barry Sheene. First 
US world champion Steve Baker, right, drives the sale price to 
£3200 for African health outreach (BAS 2017). 

 

RIDERS for HEALTH started with a series of 

epiphanies in visits to Somalia and other African 
countries around 1986. American Grand Prix star 
Randy Mamola, British ex-racer Andrea Coleman, and 
her moto-journalist husband Barry Coleman all came 
to this conclusion: Motorcycles can save lives.  
 

They saw masses of newish motorbikes junked behind 
health clinics, and knew they could be repaired with 
Transport Resource Management (TRM). And if they 
were repaired, they could be used in Sample Transport 
carrying specimens, medicine and lab reports between 
clinics and villages. The three co-founded Riders for 
Health in 1989, working with Save the Children Fund.  
 

 
The Day of Champions—now Riders for Health’s major 
funding source—began as a GP event at Brands Hatch 
in 1990, moved with the British GP to Donington Park 
1992-2009, and has been at Silverstone ever since. 
When Riders for Health became an independent charity 
in 1996, its official Patron, Princess Anne, attended, 
meeting champion Mick Doohan.  
 
   Ms. Mahali Hlasa leads Riders Lesotho (1996) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Riders Patron, HRH Anne, a former Olympic equestrian, 
learned to ride motorbikes as Queen Elizabeth had 
during the Second World War. At a London event 
marking 10 years work with Riders for Health, The 
Princess (Bonnie Lane photo 2006) consented to answer 
my question (BAS 2007 thesis) on horse-bike motobility: 
 

BAS: Do motorcyclists and equestrians share any special 
similarities?  
 

HRH: Oh yes. First of all, the sense of balance. Then, the 
independence - maybe that most of all. I hate to tell you 
this, but motorcycles are harder....  
 

BAS: Why is that?  
 

HRH: Because horses have four legs to land on. But yes, 
the balance and independence. That's what they share.  
 

 
 
The Global Fund, whose key donor is Gates Foundation, 
is linked to Riders’ 
innovations in sample 
transport. They warn 
that Covid-19 risks 20 
years of progress against 
HIV-AIDS, TB and 
malaria.  
 
Andrea Coleman, co-
founder of MotoGP 
charity Two Wheels for 
Life and Riders, wrote 
(FB March 2020): 

‘Coronavirus has hit our sport hard and this creates 
a real challenge for us, as #MotoGP™ is our main 
source of income. We MUST continue our work, now 
that #coronavirus has now been found in African 
countries...  We think that, as in the case of Ebola, 
#motorcycle transport will be essential for making 
sure medical centres are stocked with necessary 
drugs and that test results can be returned quickly 
for diagnosis and to prevent the spread of the virus.’ 
 

• Global Fund (June 2020) ‘Mitigating impact of Covid-19.’ 

• Scholten, BA, R Harrington & S Kent (2005) ‘Tyranny of 
Distance’. Society, Biology & Human Affairs, 70/1: 3-7. 

• Stanford School of Business (2013) ‘A Team of 
researchers Explores Health Care Delivery in Africa.’ 

• https://www.twowheelsforlife.org/ 

- RGRG News  
  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/motogp?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/coronavirus?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/motorcycle?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG
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9. BOOK REVIEWS:  

Reprinted from RGRG Newsletter Winter 2012 
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10. HOW TO WRITE FOR RGRG NEWSLETTER  
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   
  

11. HUMOUR in a PERFECT STORM 
  

 
Covid-19 Cartoon Corner (Sources: AP, Bas 2020, Carry On films, Ingmar Bergman’s 1957 The Seventh Seal - Fair Use)  

 

 

 
 

Geographers map natural and social 
phenomena from pandemics to racism. 

Best wishes from Durham Kepier 
Hospital Farm on River Wear. 

 - RGRG News 

 


